WORLD CARP CLASSIC

Lifetime Achievement
Award For Tim Paisley
At the recent World Carp Classic,
Carpworld editor Tim Paisley
was presented with a lifetime
achievement award for being
an ambassador for the sport
of carp fishing. Ross Honey,
the organiser and founder of
the WCC told Carpworld:
“Nobody can dispute the fact
that Tim Paisley is a magnificent
ambassador for the sport, nor
would they ever suggest that he
is undeserving of such an award.
Tim’s fine contribution to the world
of carp angling over many years
has rightly earned him worldwide
respect, and it was therefore fitting
that the award was presented to
Tim at the opening ceremony
of the World Carp Classic.
To a standing ovation, the award
was presented to Tim by last year’s
champion, George Csonka, and
me. Tim, although very accustomed
to public speaking, was speechless
on this occasion, and he was
obviously moved by the gesture as
he humbly accepted the award.
I would like to offer my
congratulations to Tim and suggest
that the world of carp angling
may well have turned out quite
differently had he not inﬂuenced
it in such a positive manner.”

Speechless for once, Tim receives
his lifetime achievement award at the
recent World Carp Championships.
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The exciting news for 2012 is
that the event will be changing
locations, and for the very first time
in its history, moving away from
France. The amazing Lake Bolsena
in Italy, with its surface area of some
113.5 sq. km (43.8 sq. miles), and
its width 11km (6.8 miles) and
length 13km (8.1 miles), will be
the scene where the World Carp
Classic 2012 is played out. With
its stunning vistas appealing to the
senses and its large head of huge
fish gracing our nets, Bolsena will
ensure that this is a time and place
where friendships are forged, dreams
are fulfilled, and great memories
will be created. For full coverage
with videos and photographs and
event results, along with details
of the 2012 event, visit the event
website www.worldcarpclassic.com

Horseshoe Reopens After Fish Deaths
Tests on the fish at The Carp
Society’s flagship venue,
Horseshoe Lake have come
back negative for traces of
disease. The tests had been
carried out at the famous venue
following a spate of mystery
deaths, which accounted for,
according to The Carp Society,
around 60 specimen carp. Dead
fish have been found on an
occasional basis since spring,
with an increase noted during
the middle of August, leading
to speculation that a virus was
killing the carp. Following
representations to CEFAS, The
Carp Society has had several
fish undergo post-mortem
virology tests to determine the
cause. However two rounds of
examinations have come back
negative of any trace of disease
in the venue’s valuable stocks.
The results are a massive relief
to The Carp Society, who closed
the venue on August 15th until
more information on the deaths
could be established.
News reports on The Carp
Society website from the
Society’s Commercial Director,
David Mannall, said:
“CEFAS have concluded
their tests for KHV, which is a
very exhaustive virology test,
and the results are confirmed as
negative. This clearly is a relief
for us, and for anglers.
As you know, we are
determined to find out the root
cause of the fish deaths in midAugust. The EA will continue to
test for bacteria and parasites,
and will work closely with
CEFAS on our behalf.”
In view of the test results,
the venue was re-opened

to anglers on 14th September.
However, with further testing
ongoing, and as a precaution, a
regime of disinfecting equipment
on entry and exit to the site
was put in place. Dips were in
place for the re-opening on
the Wednesday morning.

“The head of fish in Horseshoe
is still well over the long-held
estimate of 1,000, which includes
around 100 of those being over
the 30lb bracket”
A press release has been issued
by The Carp Society stating:
“We didn’t lose any fish through
the extremely hard winter of
2010/2011. The first notable sign
of an increase in the level of deaths
was over the weekend of 13th14th August and so we closed
the lake on Monday 15th as a
precautionary measure. Including
the very recent deaths, we estimate
that we have lost between 50 and
60 fish since the spring.
Following our request for an EA
inspection, their officer observed
that there are absolutely no fish

ANGLING TRUST NEWS

Keep a Check on Cormorants
In an effort to keep track on
the number of cormorants on
our waters, the Angling Trust
has launched a website to
record sightings. Cormorants,
goosanders and mergansers
are all predators regularly
seen on carp lakes and the
AT has received sponsorship
from leading companies in
the trade to launch the site.
The aim of the site is to
gather information about the
numbers of predatory birds to
help persuade the government
of the need to protect fisheries.

In its first week nearly 1,000
anglers submitted 7,000 sightings
and over the first month, 13,185
sightings were logged. Anglers
can record sightings of predators

showing any signs of distress,
nor on inspection of the dead
fish was there any sign of obvious
disease. This is puzzling to both
the EA and the independent
fishery scientist who inspected the
fishery. Even though the EA saw
no reason to health check the fish,
they have now agreed to do so,
after seeing our concern, hence the
tests. Asked for his overall opinion
on why we may have lost fish,
he surmised that a combination
of a very poor spawning season,
extremely low water levels, and
high overall temperatures, all of
which are stressful conditions,
have, and are, causing problems
throughout the region.
The 50-60 fish we have lost have
been in the mid-doubles to lower20s. This means that the head of
fish in Horseshoe is still well over
the long-held estimate of 1,000,
which includes around 100 of
those being over the 30lb bracket.
People have asked us why we
are not responding to forum
speculation. It is not our policy to
partake in forums, using instead
our website to communicate to all
interested anglers.”
anywhere in the UK directly
onto the site, which contains
maps driven by Google Maps
at www.cormorantwatch.org
Cormorant Watch has been
sponsored by Hardy Greys,
Daiwa, Maver, Shakespeare,
The Carp Society and CC
Moore, amongst others.
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