information to be
gleaned, more detail
to be added to what
he may feel is still an
incomplete picture.
Kev alone knows
how many books,
papers and private
collections he has
trawled through and
potential sources
of pictures and
information he has
visited to arrive at
this wonderful book,
A History of Carp
Fishing Revisited. It
is a treasure trove;
a pick up and put
down book that I
keep returning to, and
marvelling at. It is that
rare animal, a reference
book that is an exciting read.
My only criticism is this. I feel
that the first third of the book is
an important academic work in its
own right in describing a history
of carp themselves. If Kev were to
produce a slimmer volume based on
the opening chapters of the book
then I’m sure the academic world
would welcome such a reference
work. Kev knows more about the
origins of carp in Europe and this
country than any other authority,
living or deceased, and that is quite
a crown to wear! He has earned it,
and lest the current generation of
carpers think that Kev is merely
a research boffin, archivist and
historian, then I feel obliged to
remind them that during the ’70s
he was one of the most successful
carp anglers in this country!

ABOVE Darrell Peck’s new
book. His tireless efforts to
be in the right place at the
right time and find exactly
the right spot to present the
bait are an eye-opener.

Kev Clifford’s
A History of Carp Fishing
Revisited is another
book, which should find
a place on every carp
angler’s bookshelf.

BELOW RIGHT

A reminder
that Kev isn’t merely our
most outstanding archivist
and historian: during
the ’70s and early-’80s
he was one of the most
successful carp anglers
in the land, his carpcatching feats including
an astonishing eight 20s
in a week from Redmire.
BELOW LEFT

I’ll end by referring to some very
kind comments by Mike Kavanagh
in his column when he took issue
with my Carpworld 250 remarks
about being an underachiever.
I think I tried to explain what I
meant, but I don’t think I can have
been very successful! Without carp
I am nothing so all I can do is give
it my best shot within the sphere of
operations in which I have had some
success. But then when you have
some success within any sphere you
begin to wonder if you should have
persevered down the rocky road you
set off on before you got side-tracked
by our friend Cyprinus carpio. I was
attempting to be a novelist when I
got diverted into a life of pursuing
carp, writing about that pursuit, and
all that has followed on from those
twin activities. Realistically, is it better
to be a recognised fish in a small
pool than just another minnow in a
big, unfathomable pool? In truth I shall be
eternally grateful to carp for saving me from
starving in some under-heated attic bedsit, which
is the fate of most failed artists – of which there
are hundreds of thousands. If I were a failed artist
I would welcome my current existence with open
arms (and some disbelief ), so perhaps I should
make it clear that I am an extremely grateful and
contented ‘underachiever’!

Carp Leader by Tim Paisley

he is willing to spend finding the
right spot to position his hookbait, is
a salutary lesson to any aspiring carp
angler. The book is an entertaining
and revealing read, but it is also an
eye-opener regarding the lengths
the guys at the top of the game go
to in achieving their remarkable
success stories.
Still on books, a word or two
about Kevin Clifford’s A History of
Carp Fishing Revisited. Kev loves
quotes and when I reviewed the
original History I quoted the epithet
“The singer not the song.” In the
case of A History of Carp Fishing and
A History of Carp Fishing Revisited
it is a case of the singer and the
song. The history of carp fishing is
fascinating, and no one does carpfishing history like Kev Clifford,
and no one ever will. If it weren’t
for Kev we would know precious
little in terms of what has gone
before, and some of the chapters in
A Century of Carp Fishing would
not have been possible if we had not
been able to draw on Kev’s tireless
research and fathomless knowledge.
All three of the volumes mentioned
are very important works. Since
1980 it has been possible to
keep abreast of the unfolding
carp-fishing scene through the
growing number of contemporary
carp-fishing publications on offer
but prior to 1980 every scrap of
information about what had gone
before had to be found by means
of painstaking research. The word
‘painstaking’ epitomises Kev. He
is a carp ferret and far from resting
on his laurels, with each succeeding
work he always feels that out there
somewhere there is even more

May your dreams come true and your
achievements multiply. See you next time. TP

OTTER COMMENTS

There are a number of letters in Gazette making reference to the
otter problem. Readers will be aware that we are highlighting the
escalating problem of otters and carp fisheries, and we would make
the point that we first drew attention to this potential problem area
as long ago as the late-’90s, Cornwall being the worst hit area at
that time. The letter from Brian Cox of Stenhill Fishery gives the
impression that in Carpworld 253, Adam Roots suggested that otters
had ‘cleared out’ Brian’s fishery. That’s not accurate. Stenhill appeared
in a list of fisheries which, according to Adam, had been ‘affected
by otter predation’; to what extent, or when, he did not make clear.
If this was incorrect then we apologise on Adam’s behalf. We are
happy to publish Brian’s letter in full, setting out the facts with
regard to Stenhill. As Adam says in his revealing piece in October’s
Carp Leader: There is no future whatsoever for Cornish/Devon coarse
angling unless the fishery is prepared to fence the venue, hence my
saying, ‘No fence no fish’. Brian Cox’s letter reveals that Stenhill has
been fenced for the last eight years, is not at risk from otters or mink,
and is a thriving carp fishery. Tim P.
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